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INTRODUCTION

The key to learning vocabulary is, quite simply, reading.
Not only are you more likely to pick up words that interest
you, but you also learn them in context. The Japanese
Reader Collection Series goes one step further by adding
MP3s of the Japanese. Improve your listening
comprehension while building your vocabulary, kanji, and
reading skills.

FORMAT OF THIS READER

By choosing short stories, the intimidation factor is
greatly reduced. Not only that, but we divide the story into
tiny, easy-to-swallow segments with complete explanations
to give you confidence as you read real Japanese page by

page.

The stories are selected to represent certain key
aspects of Japanese culture. The tales, characters, and even
moral lessons are often found in Japanese conversation,
movies, and manga. Knowing the stories in this series will
go well beyond simply improving your language skills. It will
help you understand Japanese culture as well.
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WHO IS THIS FOR?

This book is designed so that both those fairly new to
Japanese and those in the intermediate stages can equally
get value. You will need to know hiragana to use this book.
Don't yet know hiragana? No problem. For a quick two-
week crash course for mastering hiragana, please see our
book: Hiragana, the Basics of Japanese.

FEATURES

eline-by-line: Read the story broken down
line-by-line with nearly every vocabulary word
defined and explained.

eGrammatical Notes: In addition to
vocabulary, we go through important grammatical
patterns found in the story and attempt to explain
them in plain English.

eFull Japanese: Read the full story in real
Japanese. Once you have gone through the line-by-
line story, try reading the full Japanese.

eEnglish Version: Lastly, we are including a
simple English translation. This should be avoided
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until you are sure you understand the story or find

it too difficult to figure out on your own.

You may want to try to read the story in Japanese

with furigana while listening to the MP3s first. Or if you

are a beginner, it may be better to go through the line-by-

line story before attempting the full Japanese text. Any

way you do it, this book offers several ways to read,

listen, and learn.

Kanji in Focus: This section will help with the
incredibly difficult task of learning those pesky
Chinese characters. We take many of the kanji
found in the story and present the readings,
meaning(s), and give a useful example
vocabulary word:

Y X 12

MEANING| night; evening

B sa/R
' midnight; middle of the night

MP3s: Included at no extra charge are two
MP3s of each story. One is read at a normal
speed and the other at a slow, easy-to-follow
pace. If the MP3s were not included when you
purchased this book, please see the last page
for a download link. If you have ANY trouble
downloading, please email us at
help@thejapanshop.com.
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ABOUT THESE STORIES

Urashima Tarou is one of Japan's oldest folk tales, the
beginning of which dates back to the 8™ century. The
Young Man who Slept Three Years sort of rewards laziness
and Hanasaki Jiisan definitely rewards kindness. The
stories were chosen because they are short, easy to
understand, and reveal something about Japanese culture.

ABOUT CLAY & YUMI

Yumi was a popular radio DJ in Japan for over ten years.
She has extensive training in standard Japanese
pronunciation which makes her perfect for creating these
language instructional audio files.

Clay has been a passionate learner of Japanese for
over twenty years now. His free language learning website,
www.ThelapanesePage.com, got its start back in 1999 as a

way to help other learners of Japanese as well as himself.

In 2002, they opened www.TheJapanShop.com to

help students of Japanese get hard-to-find Japanese
books.
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Yumi and | are very grateful for your purchase and we
truly hope this book will help you improve your Japanese.
We love our customers and don’t take a single one of you
for granted. If you have any questions about this book or
Japanese in general, | invite you to contact us below by
email or on social media.

Clay & Yumi Boutwell (and Makoto & Megumi)
clay@thejapanshop.com

@thelapanShop | @ClayBoutwell

O www.facebook.com/LearninglapaneseatThelapanShop/

http://www.ThelJapanShop.com

http://www.TheJapanesePage.com

http://www.ClayBoutwell.com

P.S. Please see the last page of the book to find the
download link for the MP3s of these stories free of charge.

Vi
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STORY ONE:

The Young Man Who Slept for Three Years

ST A D

— R KRR
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The Young Man Who Slept for Three Years
Running Gloss

b iu\&:%ﬁ
oL, &L, HAMICHERAE
&z
TIENY W5 B i‘b\?‘ibf:o
LHUE ib\ %ib\

MOt BHEH. ol

e LiEe/> L along time ago
HHFICina certain viIIage

EXNEY

f# H every day [fﬁ: every + El day; other examples: f&:Hff every night;

EneL

fF4E every year]

= CTIEN Y mostly slept [I£7> Y here means "mostly or only
(sleeping)"]

% man

= CIED U 2 5 man who only slept [Lit: sleeping; only; existing;
man; note what precedes the noun (man) describes it.]

UWVE L 72 there existed [V % Is used with living things to show
existence]

N7 5 the villagers [7= 5 is a plural ender]

we L
175 from morning [ 1 E%E?ﬁ* % from one o'clock]
ft & T until evening [&HE A % C untl Friday]
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7= . AT Lctow‘/u?sbu\
<272 A i@ﬁ%% A BR A I2e o
BEZ Iz
TW\éOM:\?%@r%&i\1ﬂ%AJQDVG
Wz Whini

FTdudu L TWAFITTY, —4
b
FoTHEETWAEITARD T,

Y field (for vegetables or fruits); cultivated land

2 and [used with non-exhaustive lists]

7= AUIZ rice paddy; rice field

= work

— W4 very hard; with utmost effort

Lo TV 5 doing

MDZ although; even though (the others worked really hard)
Z DY that man

fif ¥, L 72\ C didn't do anything [?FT(N) nothing (takes negative
ender)]

% C at home

Zwar LTV 5 idling about (at home) [onomatopoeia describing
relaxing or idling about]

7217 only

—4F one year

—4E 7= 5T % even when one year passed [72D to pass (time); ~TC
t even ..]

2T 5 sleeping

@ T therefore; because of that

10
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b E Wbl b 9

Hkt%m\ﬂ~$&ﬁ%1k@0ib
Ny AWV
koiﬁk%ibkoﬁ%biﬁh

N WV N St

F*E&K%Jkﬁvibto~$t

SRR A D

<fC%ﬁN5LﬁbWT@\TEfﬁ%ﬁﬁM
K
EREONE LT,

K A7 5 villagers

—442 KRR One Year Sleeping Boy [:% (one year) + T%i (sleep) +
%EFS (typical boy name)]

L FEUVE L7z called [the & sets off that what was called; from FEPZP

(to call]]
4R B FE LTz two years passed

fif ¢ L £ A did nothing [ﬁ% takes a negative verb ending]
TAEEKER Two Years Sleeping Boy

=4f7= 5 T% even when three years elapsed [~ & even....]
@ T therefore; because of that

— 442 KB Three Years Sleeping Boy

EIEONE L7z called

11
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S ARAD
2O CIERD T ECU, 20
TeHNE
mwhoiﬁhfbtoﬁit
T_b\“ﬁ:’) Ea- a5

SR U ”"‘“C“C”a‘f:ﬂi ES 7k75§726b\0>

R DRE o
L7,

% O =4-H that third year [The é marks ordinal numbers, shows
rank in order]

@D Z L T L7z it was the event (of the third year) [ Z & matter;
incident]

% D4 that year

I3 Y £ AT L7z didn't rain [rain uses F%Eé (to fall]]
R A7= 5 villagers
KT carefully; with great care

E C T growing [from %'C % to raise; to rear; to bring up]

E T T & 722K the rice that was (carefully) grown [the proceeding
information describers the rice]

7K water

JKA3720 N no water

72 AUTE AU gradually; little by little

L and

LMY wither away

hauih ¥ F L7~ began to wither [%ﬂé (plant) withering + %ﬁ&) b2
to begin]

12
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[0 P 7z

ZOFEETIHE. FFADERBZ LD
IpoTLEWVWET,

TN E PAHASE VO b
*Tki FRERIZHTD £ LIS, W
LrH e Ho

il&@iﬂ‘/u FIZ T, M ANIFEE-

EITEN

THKELE LT,

Z DO F E T continuing like this; if something doesn't change... [Z @
F % asitis; like this]

A D villager's

B3 LD food to eat [é/\“ 5 (to eat) describes & @ (thing)]

72 < 72> T L E VW FE 7 unfortunately disappears
el s%

1 God; gods [% shows respect: }5 & #% (honored) customer;
guest]

#TV F L7z prayed

723 but; however

F rain

B0 F& A didn't fall

% Z T so; accordingly; therefore

4£ ¥ - T gathered

FH#% consultation; discussion

13
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AY%D]
[ = A7RIC %of%ﬁﬁhgﬁm®
NI FE B

X, HEENE > TWVANBITH RN

VY, |
PhEE B

[FAEZ X EA L9 & L
CWBOE. o

Z A721Z like this; in this way

#T> T even praying

R 23K 5 72\ rain did not fall

#1E God; gods

B> T 5 isangry

\Z B A2 0 without doubt [set phrase]

X ¥ % caused to be angry; to be offended

£ 9722 & such amatter [ 9 72 like; similar to + Z & matter;
thing]

L TW% doing (causing God to be angry)

D% as for this [ shows explanation: as for who is responsible...]
#fE who

14
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B skt
(WO HEEFETIENY WEHD =4
nirhHH

BERESDOFE W, |

[0 P SARARTIZ S D
RN bId, BrA 72T = AR A

Wz W e hHrH

55

DHRIATEE LTz, BXREFZEZ L
BY

T, ZHLOTRAY L HS7=DT

[¢]

el

VWO %, always

B TIEN Y always sleeping; mostly only sleeping
B TIEN D D (Three Years Sleeping Boy) who is always sleeping
® D that

Z4E$2 KB Three Years Sleeping Boy

H U (his) fault

#t N7= 5 villagers

FAu72C all together; everyone

T to (his) house

1T& % L7z went

& Z LT woke (him) up

Z B LT scold; chastise; punish

LA 9 let's give (him a good scolding)

L J8.5 7= thought; intended to

DT (explanatory)

15
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T5HE, <— <~w0%%ﬁwfk
s

TbﬁJzﬁ%ﬁ\é}o<@%ﬁ1%Lﬁ
* L7,
[ Iz

%LT\*ATN% bT m
DIF
HoTWEET,

(8 E AT AT

9% & upon doing so

<{—<"— (sound of snoring)

WIRE Z 72T snoring [WWONE (snore); 22 < (verb used with
snoring]

2 T 7= sleeping

7r > < U slowly (onomatopoeia indicating the lethargic nature of

how he woke up)

& B2 F L 7= woke up; rose up [ﬁé“ % to get up; to wake up +
7235 torise; to go up]

% L T and then

— A C by himself

{i] & nothing (takes a negative verb)

= 71T not saying (anything) [ 3" is a negative ender]

[LI~ to the mountain
(/)11

o TUWVE E9 togoand climb [ 5 toclimb + ﬁ( to go]
£ Z ~to where
17 < A going [The A is short for @ which is an explanatory ender.
Where are you going?]

16
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(S, DI BA, DNTIToTH
£,
bWk
HAB D EPBINTOC L,
nies9
EY N iUJ@’COJ\/ui’C“;\"o“C <

VWb B

Z?J‘éjt%fotza%#ﬁ Lill*&bji L7,

X & well; who knows

D5 A (1) don't know [short for 127> 5 7210
DU T follow; accompany

17> TH L 9 let'sgo and see

A villagers

& &5 (following) after

DT following

L and

1@ T <A the mountain summit; mountain peak
% T until (the peak)

%> T climbing

% ZIZ® 5 at there; what exists there ...

K& 72 large

& rock; boulder; cliff

LA F L 7= began pushing [}$‘§” to push + (2?&') 5 to begin]

17
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TCHIX, B2 LEHATL
§ lz_cif: A9 %:é;%
23, BRERIT &% OEFA,
Y S R 724z

B
EDEIEDPENNT, BITHEDBE

L7,
AV ) X Wo Lk =
/,

Bk
IENDORE IR EGERCARD — T,
T
W TCTIATEBLTWEE LT,

/T

1% C I at first

v 7 & 4 not the slightest [takes negative verb (L £ A)]
T L7 was

73 but; however

G 6D FH A didn't give up

& 95 & 9 finally; at last

LT moving

BB F L7z fell into the valley [%iﬂ: into valley]
1E7> other

KE 72 large

& rock; boulder; cliff

< and [used with non-exhaustive lists]

K% also trees (with other large rocks)

— &1 (trees and rocks) together

AT into valley

M) 2>> T facing

AT BB TWE E LT fell off; tumbled down [;ﬁgﬁ‘%% 5]

18
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z}at%o

5L, EO9TLX I, K%@%
NI 7278
DY b =L R %%{)luﬂ“(b\ﬁﬂl@{)luﬂ
TRH =g

B X (T M1 K 28 AL I o
7= DT,

AL el .
*éhﬁl%ﬂ\tﬂ%z» KOS
FrD

IUC
CEEEEBY . EVIADE L

4% & upon doing so

9 TL X 9 whatdoyou think?

¥ & L 722 the rocks that was dropped

WAL TV 72)1] the river that flowed

il stream; current; flow

X [T damming up

#7517 in the direction of the village

7K water

WALAE D 72 began to flow [‘/Jj’%ﬂé to stream; to flow + ;éb‘&) 5 to
start; to begin]

Fh#LiE ¥ T 7= (the rice) that began to wither

K rice

JK D F A>T T thanks to the water [F37>1F T thanks to; B X F
“C thanks to you (set phrase)]

b L
F 728 E B Y returned to how it was [F 72 again Tt £ 8 Y just like
it was originally]
E 0 45 F L 7= began to ripen (crops)

19
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/z}_a_f: ) iw:%ﬁ .
ERENL, B HE I W=D T
LY AV e VISc
1X7e< . 3HERM. Lo b EFDKD
MAD

TEHEE ZTWEOTL,

i B every day

B TIENY just sleeping

fi: B TIEA> VY 7= every day just sleeping
@ T therefore; because of that

72 < not (because of that)

3 4E[#] three years span [%ﬁ% shows a span of time, a gap]

L~ < Y & deliberately; carefully; thoroughly

7K village's water

A DKD Z L the matter of the village's water; concerning water for
the village

% 2 CTU 7= thought

@D T L7z (explanatory ender)

20
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[0 P D’ 9

TN HIE, FANFEREANS 5

vl H A< VY
BETWTH, Enb Xz sblo
=% 95 T9d,

BLEW

Z 7L 5 from then; after that
b VeV E

#F A the people of the village [You can also say 7™ A %]
2 KHL Sleeping Boy

< B however much [followed by ~ T %, after the verb]
TV T slept

WL BETWT S no matter how much (he) slept
7241 no one [ends with a negative verb]

3] complaint; grumbling

=72 < 72 7= not saying a word

% 9 T9 asitis; it seems

B LFEV theend

21
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The Young Man Who Slept for Three Years in
Japanese

—FEKRRR

Try to figure out the correct pronunciation or follow along
while listening to the audio files.

e Lo L. HAEFICHEBEBE TR
N NWBE R WE LT,

MANT=HBIX, BEEH, B OHE
TR X DL E —ARmIZe-o T
WBHDIZ, ZOBIE, fTH LIRWTHT
doadr L CWAEITTY, —HFE7-oT
HETWAIEIT 72D T, FAT=ZHITL,

[ — B RS EMORELE, —HF2H
FL7, My LETA, [ THEEKES]
EMEONE Lz, ZFTo>THME L
DT, 1 ZHFEFEKRER] EFEONE LT,

FOZFERDI L TLE, F0OF
X, 2D FHATLE, FIATZBER
KUNZE CTTEKIL, KRRV DT,

22
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AT ERE/MD , i F L,
CDFEETIIFNANDERD DN 2
D T Lib\ijﬂo

RN, fERICHTD £ L7225, Wi
B FH A, 2T, AANITEE > TH
REeLFE L

[ Z AT THRMNEES 20
X, PR S TWNAEMNBITHE RN
AN

(MR E R OEDL LI &2 LT
WD DI, FETZ? ]

(WO HLETIENY WD HO ZAFE
KEBDOHE N, |

FANT=BlIX, AT ZAFEERKESO
FIATEE LT, EXREAEEZ LT, &
HLOHTRAD EHoT-DTT,

T5L, =& W TE
TWIEEKRKESA, Tpo< VA EE ERNY
* L7,

Z LT, —ATMLEEDLTITLAE
S TWEET,

[EZ TS ATE? ]

23
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[ EH., Db A, DWVWTITHoTH
X9

MADRHENLEHONTN & EX
FRIZILD To_XAFETE ST, £2ITH
HREIEEMULIEO E LT,

XX, EZ7EHLLERATLE
2. BRERIEFED 8/ A,

EDEIENENNT, BIZEBLEL
77

IENDREZRERCRD —FEIT, BT
Ao TCZAITFBLTWVWEE LT,

THE, EHITLE I, BREBOE
ELTleamn, et Tni)lofinng
X IED T, HOFIKNTEIEED T2 D
<9,

FEVIRD TR, KOBINT T
Floe B0, EVHRDE L,

BERESL, BmHETIENY W=D T
1X72< . 34E[ME. Uo oKD Z
CHEEZTWEOTL,

24
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FNnHiE. A ATERE2ZWL 5
BETWTH, EhbthzEbel 2o
2% 95 T,

BLEW

25
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The Young Man Who Slept for Three Years
English Summary

Please try to tackle the Japanese first and use this
only as needed.

A LONG TIME AGQO, in a certain village, there lived a

young man who just slept all day every day.

The villagers would work extremely hard from the morning
to evening in the fields and in the rice paddies, but that
young man would do nothing but idle about. After doing
nothing but sleeping for one full year, the villagers named
him One Year Sleeping Boy. After two years passed, he still
did nothing. He was then called Two Years Sleeping Boy.
When three years passed, and he still did nothing, they
called him Three Years Sleeping Boy.

This is the story of what happened in that third year. In
that year, it didn’t rain. The villagers’ rice which they had
so carefully planted didn’t have water and therefore began
to wither. If this continued, the villagers would have
nothing to eat.

The villagers prayed to the gods, but it did not rain. So, the
villagers gathered together for consultation.

“Even when we pray, the rain is not coming. The gods
must be angry with us. No doubt.”

“Regarding who caused the gods to be angry, who is it?”

26
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“It’s the fault of that Three Years Sleeping Boy who always
sleeps.”

The villagers gathered together and went to Three Years
Sleeping Boy’s house. They woke him up and thought to
scold him. Upon doing so, the sleeping boy who had been
snoring loudly, slowly got up. And then, without saying
anything he left to climb a mountain by himself.

“Where’s he going?”
“Well, | don’t know. Let’s follow him.”

The villagers followed him to the top of a mountain, and,
there, he started to push a large boulder. At first it didn’t
move an inch, but Sleeping Boy didn’t give up. Finally, the
boulder moved and fell into the valley. Other large
boulders and trees also fell into the valley.

And then, what do you think happened? Sleeping Boy’s
boulders stopped the river in the valley and began to
direct the water toward the village. The rice that had
begun to dry up, thanks to the water, came back to life as
before.

Instead of just sleeping all day, Sleeping Boy had carefully
thought for three years about the village’s need for water.
After that, no matter how much Sleeping Boy slept, the
villagers never said a single complaint.

27
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Kanji in Focus

The following are most of the kanji found in this story. The underlined
reading is probably the most used.

I L
year

[SYA¥ VY

A next year
I AP A/

lie down; sleep
ns<Ah

1248 sleeping bag

BA o oSl blbd
plump; thick; fat

AT N )

K P Pacific Ocean

By - Jay--BEZ
son

bbb D

PEAEE Momotaro
Jre b

village; town

RELH
LI+ mountain village

T3 7 W

Rl (ol (3l L (ol Lol ol

~A Tt

every

Fich

i H every day

=F e U e D

day; sun
FokH5w

HWEH Monday

28
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& & 5
AR [BlS a1l e (o (ol 2l
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FoeFr-BL B
male

Z AN
F M man; male

X7 - 3T
farm; field; garden
el qy

HIJH fields (of rice and other crops)

Fay - b
morning

Xlbrotha

4k & £ North Korea

Ny

night

ZiEA

AW tonight; this evening
=S

call; call out; invite
)

0 breathing; respiration

DN EN VY ST

commence; begin

AL AR

BH 44 start; commencement;
beginning

77 -BbDL-BL--BET
fall; drop; come down

5< T
7475 rakugo; traditional Japanese

comic storytelling

29
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Hr Wb
MEANING| boulder; rock; cliff

Lo
Vo lava

Uo7 e )b e 2R3N 5 « 723 -

VA

current; flow
VI ZH

% 1T fashion; fad; vogue; craze

=t DI
I3 (3l

30
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STORY TWO:

Hanasaka Jiisan, the Blossoming Old Man
Running Gloss

(X722 I CVS A

31
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L, oL, HDHEZA
zZA
I, ETH LD ORI LNBLNE
ADINE LT,
BLWEAZ, V0 RE

O A nEZ

5o T, [RF] Lo LTz
T, ETHEDPDLWVWR>TWE LT,

77> LT/~ L along time ago [repeated for emphasis]
5 & Z AT inacertain place
T very

LxDRE LU kind-hearted [ L (heart) + ° & LW (kind)]

B LW A old man

W E L7z there lived [V 5 is used with living things to show
existence]

F U lost (ch|Id) stray (child) £V Z D FK stray dog; lost dog

¥5 - T taking in [?’\ 9 means to pick up; to find; to gather, but with
pets, it means to keep or to take care of.]

7R Pochi [stereotypical dog name in Japanese]

L9 such a (name)

4, Bl name

>1F T attaching (name to dog)

b
IOV > TUWVE L72 cherished [R] 273 5 to love; to cherish]
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[6) Y4
%65\%@ﬁ%ﬁ\%®%@

72 L a (S

MT%@%%@#ﬁibto%b
T, bAibh] &, BLWSAZ

X
FEONE LT,

% % H one day [# 5 shows uncertainty: & E&i someone; 5 & =
4 some place]

% @ that (dog)

7R Pochi, the dog

% house

T reverse side; rear; behind

% D back of house; backyard

1 field; vegetable plot

“C at (the garden)

Hi ground; surface of earth

PV 4E 8 F L 7= began to dig [i‘%é (to dig) + Zé&) % (to begin)]
% L T and then
] (quotation marker)
D A A bark; woof woof [the sound dogs make in Japanese]
& (quotation marker)
$ LV & A old man; grandfather
FEOVE L7z called

33



BB, EH LAWY
%._:%%hkmowﬂmoj
B3
BLWI AL, RTFNHE - Tz

L ox

%%%%ok%ofﬁibtoﬁé
. FH9TLX O,

¥ oh

£ 95 L7z A what's wrong? what's the matter? [short for & 9 L7=D]
72\ (question marker; casual)

Z Z here

PE 2L dig (mild command; the man is asking if the dog is telling him to
dig)

&9 such a thing as (digging—are you asking me to dig?)

220> (question ender; sometimes rhetorical; casual)

¥ LV & A old man; grandfather

[E3
P > TV 7257 the place that was dug [#iE 5 (to dig) + \ D
F L x
(existence) + T (place)]
> & more
53
P> THFE L7z tried digging [#E D (to dig) + # 5 (to see; to try)]
4% & upon doing so
Y9 TL X 9 what do you think happened? [rhetorical question]
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. . O XA
OO ts, & TTET=

BRIXALZ

KENHIR S £ Lt oT
TO
BLWE AL, o) BT

AR EIR S

BEREHIZRY LT,

OO glittering; sparkling [often written in katakana]

Y% to shine

4> C with gold

T & 7= made (with gold)

JH)/INH) large and small oval Japanese gold coins

4 "CC & 72 KHI/INVH] large and small oval coins made with gold
X< &< ¢ sound and appearance of lots of coins; crunching sound
[use & as an adverb]

H{ T & 7= came out [u’jj % to come out + < % auxiliary verb to mean
"to continue"]

DT (used to explain)

& o> &9 [T before you know it; in the blink of an eye [a set
phrase which literally means, "in the time it takes to say ah!"]
B4FFD rich (person) [literally, "a holder of gold"]

\Z72 Y F L 7= became [from 72 5 (to become)]
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L7y kR
B ICfEA T L IE B

- -
— —

WX AT, DORILWVNEBLWNE
JACHEE LT

E) R ES

[y L TCARIIBESEDIZ -
7=D77uN? |

12 next (door)

fE A TU 2 living (next door)

E<iIEY 2B LV & A greedy old man [é/’{?% V) greed; avarice]
DRI LUWE UV & A the kind-hearted old man

& ¥ L7- asked [F'EFJ < means both "to ask" and "to hear." The
context usually makes the meaning clear]

£ 5 LT why; how

22 suddenly

BAFFD rich

{278 7= became

@ (used for emphasis)

72\ (question ender)
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Y23

[(BdH. YBOROKRFNZ Z
S L BT DG o I

BRITALZ 1S

7o < S ADRHPI #UZ) tH“C’a“?‘_/uf“
&0

& & ah

9 B @ my [a common and casual pronoun]

KR F Pochi, the dog [the 7 shows relationship or title (name).
< £ D7 — X A Winnie the Pooh]

P dig (soft command)

MV V7= barked; howled; cried [H% < is used for birds singing but also

other animal sounds]

L & IV 7= barked as if to say "dig!"

P& > TH 7= & upon digging; after starting to dig [T%o T digging + %+

% totryand ...+ 72 5 upon]

72 < & ADO RN many large and small oval Japanese gold coins

H T & 7= A came out [Hrj % come out < 5 come A explanation]
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FED ABLWE AT, (B
S L ZDEF L TH N &

A D A

EoTC, " TZHENL YT TLEW
* L7,
IV B LW ATIARTFIZ

L <Y B LV E A the greedy old man

5 ko & alittle [used to soften requests]

% @R T that Pochi

& L TE < 4L let me borrow

& = o T saying that, he ... [the T shows a continuing action]

H L CT1T > T to take (dog) and go #4125 (to take someone with
one) + 17< (to go)]

L £ & L 72 (shows completed action)

£ <IEY 72 greedy
AR TFIZ to Pochi
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[t T=mb Lo XL x
NES, RS EWOH L5 %
%&7_7) TN %ALM %b\i L7,

T TEE)%FJT%TEO THEL
tH“C< LD1LTIEFND,

£ 5 listen up; look! [used to get someone's attention]
F.< hurry up

EW) treasure

5T place; location

EWD B 5P the location of the treasure

# 2 5 let me know [literally, teach me!]

& (quotation marker)
[E3

HLZ& (T violently [adding {2 makes /I:'%E',g an adverb showing in what
manner he said what he said.]

SWE L7z said

it % 57T the place where (he) dug

P> THFE L7= tried digging

73 but; however

H T < % coming forth [HEZD (come out) + < 5 (come)]
@ 1X that which (was brought forth)

= X trash

1LY only; mostly (trash)

N
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[AY:2} A5

<
[ AR ET T T ORITFER LT
LEZ !
I<IEDV B LWEAIZ, RF

5
R L TCLEWE LT

Z A7 such a...
<
7= 729" useless [shortened form of & 1Z7=7=72\> (not useful); the

positive version is %Z“ﬂi 72> (to be useful)]

7= 723 DK useless dog

FH L TLEZ Iwillkill [L F x shows intent]

L <IEY 2B LV & A greedy old man

FLTLEWVE L killed (thedog) [L FUVE L7~ shows a
completion of an act and often with a feeling of regret]
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ZZAh
Do LWVnB LWL, &
MZ
F 2o iR L T WD T,

(A4

JICIEN B LNWIADFIZRL- T
X TSINE LT,
MR

(D BDRF X HL AL T
<TIZ&W, |

ORI LUWE U & A the kind-hearted old man

7273720 LT < #u72 0 (the dog) hadn't been returned in a long
while [727>72 7> with a negative verb means "not readily” or "by no
means"]

@ T therefore; because of that

T to the house

o> T&E T wentto

SWE L7z said

5 H D RF my Pochi

% A% 5 soon [£ A% A is a polite way to tell a host you are about

NR
to leave: = A% A F£ 4 1 will go back home soon.]
I LT < 72 Z 0 please return (the dog)
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JIED B LW AL,
/Y ) A

< 7=
RV A AN AN ES A
kR
TLEH»7, £2IBTTHI NS

b B
FoTWT, ] &, Wk L7,
tz%

D ORI LWVBULWIAE., I'hb
WESIT, | L. MEARRLETFE

& A7 such a (useless dog)

BT T2 72 VK useless dog

LT L% o7 killed [the L & - 7= shows a completed action—
there's no going back]

% ZIZ over there

w5
¥ CTToH B is thrown away [don't confuse these two kanji: 5 9 pick

up; EI%?’C % throw away]

7 5 therefore

Ff o T T take (the dog) and leave [V (7 is a rude way to say go.]
L EWVWE LT said

IOUWE 9 12 how terrible; how sad; poor thing

& (quotation marker)

NLE 72705 5 while crying [7273 5 means "while ..."]
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b\7\_

CFE s TR D | I TR
?;E L7z,

TAHE, FHOTLEY, AT %
XL x

@@t%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ% fﬂi}@?lw) Xz
TE% L7,

FIZH - TH 2 Y returned home carrying (the dog)
FEIZHLD TR Y F L7z buried (the dog) in the yard

9% & upon doing so

95 TL X 9 what do you suppose? (rhetorical)

Wb 75 H> & from the burial spot

K& 7% alarge

FADK pine tree

1T A T& F L7z grew forth [& F L7z from < % implies the "going
forth"]
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ZZAh
Do LWBLWEAUE, IR
ESS) X MZ
FROKRIZI>TlHoTx T

BkLAZ &

e KEUT., 20kET-
CHFEMED E L

DRI LUWE U & A the kind-hearted old man

FADK pine tree

¥sDARIZ 72 - T (Pochi) became a pine tree

J& - T & TL 7= (he) came back [< 215 shows a kind intent on
behalf of the dog: the dog thoughtfully came back as a pine tree.]
L RE VT saying with great joy

Z DA% Y] T cutting down that tree

9 9" large barrel for pounding rice (to make mochi)

£ F L 7= made (usu from the pine tree)
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HHH. ZO5FTHHEST
SLdBL. FHTLIEH, HFh

BRITALZ

b NH K K¢ LT
X 7-DOT1,
VAN AR

BLWIAIT, £ TF9B8F
HIZ7e 0 £ L7,

% % H one day

% ® 9 9 C with that usu barrel

% B mochi; rice cakes

> Z 9 about to make (mochi) [shows intent]

L% upon doing so

£ 9 TL X 9 what do you think happened?

F 72 again

RH/INH] large and small oval Japanese gold coins

X< &< ¢ sound and appearance of lots of coins; crunching sound

[use & as an adverb]
H T X 7= came out [Hj % to come out + < 5 to come; to do]
DT (explanatory ender)

¥ 9% 7 even more; more and more
BEFFD rich
(2720 F L 7= became (even more rich)
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L7

B O L <X B LW AL,
IOERELLTCIEED EH A,

DT AR LTSRN
(BB, Wik,

FED ABLNE ARSI T TH
bomHedBl. FATLLS,

Moo X <XV 728 Uy & A the greedy old man next door
9 B FE L < T with jealously

72 %V £ A unbearable

9 BHRFE L TFE D £H A unbearable jealously

% @ 9 7 that usu (wooden millstone for making mochi)
H L TL 720 ) won't you lend me...

¥ oh

VWU & sure; sounds fine; no problem

9 4~C with the usu

HHEDZ 9 &35 intending to make mochi

& upon (wanting to make mochi)

£ 95 TL X 9 what do you suppose happened?
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ERRAS B

S LS EADIBE NI IN
TTLATIEHY FH A
QI B LWEAZ, BZ-

. ZDITEMRPLTLENE L
7~

X< &< & crunching sounds [sound is the same as having lots of
coins, but ...]

72 < & A many

15\ nasty; dirty

= X garbage

TT< % came out

TIiEH Y FH AN isn't that so?

¥ Z o T angrily; with anger

% ® 57 thatusu

PR LCLEWE LT burntitall up
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ZZAh
DORLILWVBLWEALIZ, T+F4

ME Ly

THITERLTES N &, B
DEIFTVRBLVSADE ZAIZ

RLoOTEFELEN, 9 ﬁ“75‘3%%7‘: )
FH A,

% A% 5 soon

9 9" usu; large barrel for pounding rice (to make mochi)

B LTI < 41 give me back (my usu)

& (quotation marker)

Moo X <XV 728 Uy & A the greedy old man next door
& Z AIZ to (his) place

Lo T&E L7 wentto

75 but; however

.24 7= ) £+ A (usu) was not found
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F<IEY RB LW AL,
< 3
& AVTRRNLTZT D D IR
[EA

LTLEDT, TR HHIND
[ES S

U oT-6, FFoTWT, | L.
%b\i L7,

& Au7¢ such a

NL T2 useless

PR LT L& -7 burntitall up
% ZIZ there

JX ashes

& % exists

7~ 5 therefore

R Lo 725 if you want it
Ffo T T take it away
EEVWE LTz said
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ZZAh
D ORI LWVBLNE AT

Bb T

FT%®Umm@9¢ﬁ@_\
IRATCTONENWZ 2T AAT,

(=

\u%ﬁ%E F%%@Tﬁof

gm0 E LT,

B H memories; recollections

RFOEWHD H 9 the D3 in memory of Pochi
MD1Z even though (it was in memory of Pochi)

A TCTOEWVZ L such a horrible thing

A T2 (explanatory) [short for 0 T3]

& (quotation marker)

N 7273 5 while crying [other examples: é/\“iﬁ N B while eating;
ZJF?% 72728 5 while walking]

JX ashes

4E£ ¥ T gathering [from }%?sf) % (to gather; to assemble)]

F# o T carrying [from 1%/) (to carry]

JF Y F L 7= returned home [from %5 (to return)]
IR %42 THi > TIF Y £ L 72 (he) gathered the ashes and carried

them home
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%®%@L\kbméhﬂﬁo
TR . JRIZ R AL T I ATl

[EA 7o

STLEWE L7, JKI |—J<%V\
Lﬁ@\%hﬁmébﬂﬂbib
77

% @ that

J& V) 3E return home; road going home

o T 72 JX the ashes (he) had carried [the proceeding verb
describes the noun (ashes)]

723 but; however

JE wind

FR 7241 C came blowing

FEA TV > TLEWE LTz blew it all away; sent (the ashes) flying
% < high

N E23 D soaring (high)

FEAUARIZ to a dead tree; to a leafless tree

B0 23020 F L7z fallinto (the trees)
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EEA)
THE, EH9TLEY, BTH
SEHSE Ik

FANDIT . KR T 2 & JE DS &
gé@f:@“(“ﬁ‘o
FRE. FEEBY Hinods

LDXFE H

BEARN A TWE L7,

4% & upon doing so

£ 5 TL X 9 whatdoyou imagine?
# spring

#FTH 720 not being spring

MD1Z even though (it wasn't spring)
UK dead tree; leafless tree

YK % in succession; one by one

e X 43 7= began to bloom [Fgé < (to bloom) + Zé&) % (to begin)]
DT therefore (explanatory ender)

% ¥ 7% it was that [the & makes the preceding scene the direct
object and what the feudal lord saw.]

7= %£ 72 % by chance

1B Y D)o Tz passing by

%1 feudal lord; daimyo

1B Dh)>o T2 B ExER the lord who (occasionally) passed through
FLCWE L7z saw
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1372

N S S
B, NS TV S,
72 S
HERBEDETNB DT 2 |

A
DORLILWVWEBLWSAE, B
DX FE I =
BRI o E RTWEEZ 9 & K
L

DIE EA

I STRKEZFNT, 2950 F
77

B oh

FEAULARIZ on a dead tree

EMBEVTUND flowers are blossoming

7 who

I HE TV 5 causing to blossom [ﬂ;& < to bloom; ﬂ;éﬁ)ﬁé to make
bloom]

D72 (question enders)

BBt the feudal lord; daimyo

H o & R TW=72Z 5 would like to have a better look (at the lord)

[H > & more; /%'C seeing; V7272 Z 9 to receive]
L and

ARIZ% - T climbing the tree

JK % F T scattered the ashes

Z 9 EWE L7 and said this
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i X X7
(N ARICTEZ ST FEL L9,
b= L

FAD3, (T 7SS ATT,

LD FE N LA N

BEEIZ., TV A~AUOD LT, D
DRLELWVBLNWEAICTELS EAD

Hi=

ZIEFHoV0x5xE L,

54K dead tree; leafless tree
Bz X FE L & 5 allow me to cause the flowers to blossom; shall

| cause the flowers to blossom? [ﬂ;é < to bloom; ﬂ;éﬁ)ﬁé to make
bloom; the £ L X 9 means "shall I" or "allow me to..."]

FLI; me

X782 ) UV & A Hanasaka Jiisan; flower blossoming old man

B BAE the feudal lord; daimyo

72U~ A very; exceedingly

J&Ls impressed

7= < & A much; many

Z1Z 9 O rewards; prizes

5. %2 F L7z gave
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ERVDOLEILIEDRBLWVWEA
. TN 6T L TR
o

zZA

ZoFD LoRILWEBLWNWE
Wz EUA MR

h®%huUﬂhf F%ﬁofﬁ
n%x L7,

L7220 <ITY 7238 UV X A the greedy old man next door

I BHRE LL TR Y E£H A can't help but feel jealous [same as 9
RELLTEEY EHA]

Z %D secretly

LORE LW LS A kind-hearted old man

FAZZTNA AT snuck into (his) house [%)/Sa (to conceal); 52\@‘ (togo
into)]

JX % £F - T carrying the ashes

J& U F L7~ returned (home)

55



www.TheJapanShop.com

LD E oL VY

LT, BEFEOBEREIZIT-
T, Zo90VWWFE L7,

bl L %

B bR RITIE A S E L
Ve TIEHVEL XV, |

% L T and then

FBAE the feudal lord; daimyo

K Z % palace; residence; estate; mansion

1T o T going (to lord's palace)

Z 9 FWE LT said this

FA % me too; |, also

¥ dead tree; leafless tree

E%# X/ FE L X 9 allow me to cause flowers to bloom
Z1F 5 U rewards; prizes

< 72 &V give me
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X DIF
IRV B LWV ANKRITE S
(= (A

TIREFEFEE LD, 1k iﬂﬂé’é EcA
/\/o

FREZ B KB BN

LD FE

BB T B T FIRE
X7 VA~NABZ T LEWNWE LT,

ARIZ% - T climbing the tree

JX ashes

¥ & F L7z scattered

723 but; however

EIEmE X £ 4 A flowers didn't bloom
FHE Z A7 on the contrary

JX ashes

H 21TV % entered (lord's) eyes

<2 5 such things like (ashes in eyes) and (dirtying clothes)
% kimono; clothes

M7 stick to; to cover

“C and then; so...

B R the feudal lord; daimyo

T2~ A very

B > TLEVE LTz angry; became angry
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(25, DA, ZOLWVWEALED
A H R

MEZXTERIZOVNA !
ZOELEFEY 2B WS AL,

LD FE

BEEEICT-WDWA~AZH LD B L
WoH Z & T,
BLEW

Z & hey! [used to scold or reprove]
L A stop
Z D LU E A this old man

S7/)vFE 2 T arrest; catch [%i % 5 to catch; to arrest; to seize]
ERIZWVILA putin jail

Z D this

L <iIEY 2B LV & A the greedy old man

FBAE the feudal lord; daimyo

72U A very

Z 5 L& BTz was punished

L9 Z L T7 is how it turned out; and that is what happened
B LEV theend
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Hanasaka lJiisan, the Blossoming Old Man

X722 TV A

Try to figure out the correct pronunciation or follow along
while listening to the audio files.

oL, oL, HH LA
2, ETHLoRILWVBLWWS A
MWNE LTz,

BLWSAUFE, FNWITOFR%E
o T, [ARF ) Lo gmizeolT
T, ETHEDPDOWDR S TWNE LT,

HHH., FTORFIN, FOED
JHCHIm 2 edE L, £ L
T, Al &, BLWSALZE
OV LTz,
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(B, EFH9 LAWY, K
F 2 EHPNE VD DD

BLWEAIE, RT3 T
e b o > THhELE, T
HE, ES9TL XD,

UUDE %, e TTE TR
NEIR S S EHTE DT,

BLWSAUZX, oL nIHHEIC
BEFELIZRD E LT,

BRCEA T2 E<IED 2B U
WS AT, LORILWNBLWS A
(ZHEEXE L7,

(&9 LTCRICBERLIZ-
T=D7EuN? |

(. YBDORORTNI Z
PN LB WN-DT, o THED
7o SADRFEYNHIPE TE AT
£
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<LVl THx
SEZFORFEGELTEL . ]

EEHS T, RTFZENTITH T
LEWE LT,

I B LWVWE AT, AT
iz NIs, B<EMDH DGR %
A &L BLERICEVWE L,

INTF DL G 2> THEL
=723, T ADFT I,

[ ZARETT T ORITFE LT
LEZ!]

IR B LWL, RF
PFRLTCLEWVWE LT,

DORILWVWEBLWIAIE, R
F a2 IR L T N2V DT,
F<IEV B LV ADFRIZRS T
XTEWVWE LT
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(Y BLORFEEALAIRLT

<TEEW,
L<IED B LS AT,

[ & AT RN SET= T2 ORI L
TLEo7z, TIIZETTHDLIND
Ff > TWIT, |

. EVWELT,

DO LWNEB LW E AU,

[P WNE DI, |

L NERMOLRT EFITE -
TR, EEIZHIDTRN £ LT,

THE, EO9TLXEY, AT &
WD T35 D B R E RO KRNI %
TEE L7,

LORILWVEBB LW AL, TR
FRRDORICI > T{-oTETL N
ol &, REOT, £ORZEH-
THOT21ED £ L7,
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HHH, TDHITTHhbaDZ
Y24 HL, EHO9TLEI,

IO EL KRNI E
EHTETZDTT,

BLWIAUE, FTETBeE
BT £ L,

Brd L <X el LS i,
IBHRELLTREED THEA,

(205 TG LT e
N2 ]

(BB, Wi E b,

E<<IEVRBLVWEALNRHTT
tLtHbE O kTHE, EO9TLX
Do

I ETELLSADH NI
MTTLAHATIEH Y FTEAD,
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IR 2B LVWIAT, BZ
ST, ZOITERLLTLENE
L7z,

LORLI LB LWEAE, [#
AFHITEIRLTELS ] &,
ERDDOISIFTVRBLNSADE
ZAILRSTEELEN, >THA
Y20 FH A,

I B LV AR,

(& NIRRT T D ) IR
LTLEDT, IR HHMND
Lol b, FFo TN, ) &,
EWVWE LT,

LORI LB LWVWEAUE, TR
FOENWHD ST 7201, 72/ TO
EWZ EBTHARE, ] &, DL
Mo, REEDTR->TR/Y EL
77
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ZDIFVE, BLWIADEF-
TWIRAS, BEUZIR DU THRRA T
STLFEWVWE L7, KiZ, &<END
ERY L FEIRURIZEED 22 0 F L
e T5&, E95TLXEXY, BTH
RNDIT, FENARIZIR 2 LAED X
%wt@f#o

TE, mE-F0 o T-
BEERND R TWE LT,

PSP 7 W N (7N ARG
5o HENIMNETNDHDTE? |

LDORILWNBLWIAUIT., B
S IO RN - R QLAY el il N N
WICESTIKEZEWNT, ZT9EWVWE L
77,

FEnARICHEZ B E L &
Ve R, TRIDPCVIAT
7
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BEAEIL., 720~ LT,
DORELWNBULWEAILTELS S
DINEH> NG 2 FE LT,

ERDVDOLILIFVRBLWVWIA
X, TN I BRELL TR EY
Ao

ZoZDLORILWNEBLNS
ADFIZHNIANL T, K& F-> TR
nE L7,

Z LT, BEHROBEBIZIT-
T, Z9WIWFE L7,

[FAHFENARICIEZ BT FE L
9, JTIEHOVELTEZN,

LR B UV ANRITE
STIKEFEFE LN, BiEksF
A,
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TNEZ AN, KB HIZITNWD
KRB, EMIONDHR0 T, BEHE
X7V A~NABZ o T LEWNE LT,

(26, ROA, ZOLWNEA
ZOMNEXTERIZVNA !

ZOLEIFIY B LW AR,
BEEEIZTZ DA~ L LD LI
WH ZETT,

BLEV,
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Hanasaka Jiisan, the Blossoming Old Man
English Summary

Please try to tackle the Japanese first and use this
only as needed.

A LONG TIME AGQO, in a certain place, there lived a kind-

hearted old man.

This old man rescued a stray dog and named him Pochi,
doting over him with great love.

One day, this Pochi began to dig in the backyard. As he did
so, he barked, calling to the old man.

“Oh, what’s the matter, Pochi? Are you saying you want
me to dig here?”

The old man dug more where the dog had been digging
and what do you think happened?

Shining brightly were a treasure-trove of small and large
oval Japanese gold coins. In the blink of the eye, the old
man became rich.

The next door greedy old man asked the kind-hearted old
man, “How did you suddenly become rich?”

“Ah, my dog started to dig here and howled so | dug more
and found the small and large coins.
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The greedy old man said, “Let me borrow that Pochi a
little.” And he took the dog home.

The greedy old man said to Pochi violently, “Hey! Hurry up

III

and find the location of the treasure

He tried digging where the dog dug, but only garbage
came out.

“I'll kill such a useless dog!”
So, the greedy old man killed the dog.

The kind-hearted old man realized Pochi hadn’t been
returned for a long time and went to the greedy old man’s
house to get the dog.

“I'd like to get my Pochi.”

The greedy old man said, “I killed that useless dog. The dog
is over there, so take it and leave.”

The kind-hearted old man said, “Such a pitiful thing,” and
while crying, carried the dog home and buried him in the
yard.

Upon doing so, what do you suppose happened? Where
Pochi was buried came forth a large pine tree.

The kind-hearted old man said, “Pochi returned to me and
became a pine tree!” With great joy, he cut down that tree
and made a wooden millstone out of it.
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One day, he decided to make mochi with that millstone
and from the millstone came tons of gold coins. The old
man became even richer.

The greedy old man next door couldn’t contain his
jealousy and said, “Let me borrow that millstone.”

“Oh, that’s fine.”

The greedy old man started making mochi from the
wooden millstone and upon doing so, tons of the dirtiest
garbage came flowing forth.

The greedy old man angrily burnt the millstone up.

The kind-hearted old man went to the greedy old man
next door to ask for the millstone back, but he couldn’t
find it.

The greedy old man said, “I burned such a useless
millstone. There are the ashes over there if you want
them. Take it and leave.”

The kind-hearted old man said, “It was in memory of
Pochi. Such a horrible thing...” While crying, he gathered
the ashes and went home.

On the return journey, a wind blew the ashes high into a
dead tree. Upon doing so, the leafless tree began
blossoming flowers despite not being spring.
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By chance the feudal lord was passing through. “Oh, a
dead tree blossoming flowers? Who could be causing
this?”

The kind-hearted old man wanted to get a better look and,
climbing the tree, spread the ashes around and said,
“Allow me to cause this dead tree to blossom flowers. | am
Hanasaka Jiisan!”

The lord was very impressed and bestowed upon the old
man great gifts.

The greedy old man next door couldn’t contain his
jealousy. He snuck into the kind-hearted old man’s house
and gathered the ashes. Then, he went to the lord’s
residence and said, “l also can make a dead tree blossom.

III

Please give me riches

The greedy old man climbed the tree and spread the
ashes, but the flowers didn’t blossom. Instead, the ashes
did things like get into the lord’s eyes and stain his clothes.
The lord was very angry.

“Hey you! Stop it! Arrest this old man and throw him into
jaill”

The greedy old man was punished by the lord.

The end.
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Kanji in Focus

The following are a few of the most important kanji found in this story.
The underlined reading is probably the most used.

AAf e 2ay -

name; reputation
[PETA

£ 4 famous
Yo -Fzx
in front; before

AEEZ

BRI in front of the (train) station

By

IR [BLLE I (L (ol

=
by

Yay.vay 059
pick up; gather

LypILwd

I ¥ control; bring under control;

putting in order
Jye95bH
back; reverse; other side

9 bhE

HH; secret trick; trick of the trade;
hidden method

(e Y]

garden; field
BB
3% > out of one's field (of

= Mo

expertise)

2 L5

call; invite
ZEw)

-0 breathing; respiration

]
4
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MEANING

I (ST Sl (S (o (ol Al

7Y 135
dig
YARGe)

£ 98 mining

S A= I PRI B )
gold

X Ab

4K interest; interest rate

XA A Bk~ BBxW
big; large

k59 x5

K #¢ 18 president (company or

country)

INV e N e DIND
judgement; seal

SWiFA

#%:f trial; judgement

g 17 . ‘I’Ob\éb\ « T~ e B

small; little
LEDB-TD

/INZ A% elementary school

AA 212 2 IRD IR

chirp; cry; bark; sound
[0SR

FENE: shriek; scream

HA g L

lend
2
& lease; rent
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NN AT

treasure; valuables; wealth
ZoHx

£ jewel; gem; precious stone
T eEY - HD

thing; object; matter

LH5o

#h¥) animals
P eV Y e ZAHT

kill; murder; butcher

iOUA
# N murder; homicide;

manslaughter

AN e IPRT MRS

answer; return; repay

o e

V) X9 to repeat (after someone);
to do again

T4 - IZP

courtyard; garden; yard
N T

ZJi£ home; household; family
YA o005 9FEDH b
520D

bury; be filled up

E10Z 5
HEZE purial

o ind - &80
neighboring

EAD A

1T neighborhood; vicinity
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I 10 (S8 I

FYrHRD BRI

burn; blaze
'n/V\V) ,t‘")

R Bl fuel
A T
ashes

FNWES

JK L ashtray

N A IR e B
wither; dry up

H9

7 59
F54125E dead leaves; dry leaves

vay e vEE

blossom; bloom

BEE

KX late to bloom (flowers,

talent); late flowering
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STORY THREE:

Urashima Tarou

5 AR

RSN
AV

LN AT \Tee D P

Alrnac) i SRy

The Japanese Rip Van Winkle

This story is one of the most famous and oldest traditional
folk tales in Japan. Variations on this story are found in
literature dating to the 8t century.
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Urashima Tarou Running Gloss
IBHLEREAD

{H &5 AER

b LELS D ’:5

5L BB A E D D
DIE LA AT E LT,

H 5 9: Allina certaln place [® % is used to show uncertainty:

H5 /\ someone; H 5 EI someday]
1H 55 A BB Urashima Tarou
VY9 sucha
DO L kind; kind-hearted [literally, "a heart of tenderness"]
A person

fEATUVWE L7 lived [from {jI_TB’ (to live]]
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[6) 9 I e W
H5HHA, MBI I &,
iif\ A ZEy

73“(%75’/( “‘% TWD = B3

WE L7, F@“Coob\tb %
T2 LTWET,

(o

% % H one day [& % is used to show uncertainty: & % A some
person; % & Z A some place]

HE1Z to the sea [{Z shows motion or direction]

11 |Z for fishing [the |Z here shows intent: (go to the sea) for the
purpose of fishing]

17 < & upon going; going (to fish) and...

371 beach

T at (the beach)

# turtle

A ¥ A T3 bullying; picking on

F3£7- % children

A VA TWB T~ 5 the bullying children [puttinga TV 5 verb
before a noun describes the nature of the children]

W F L 72 were; there existed

¥ pole; rod

C with (a rod)

2O 2 Y things like poking [from ->-2 < (to poke)]

1 stone; rock

#1F 721 things like throwing [from 2152 (to throw)]
L TV V¥ 7 did; was doing
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B AR IL. % bZ Sz
B Tmbon, s %z

137

IPWE DTS S W LT HT
7SN,

1H 55 A BB Urashima Tarou

B turtle

IOV 5 1T poor (turtle); to feel sorry for (turtle)
&> T thinking

Z B Z 5 hey! [used to scold]

FHE7= % children

724 9 | wonder; seems; don't you agree

HELZ to the sea

378
J# LT release [from /&3 (to release)]
& 72 X let (him be released); give him (release) [imperative]
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L) =¥

LT BRI THTE L,

IBbLEELAD

LIZH< LT, B ARITE -
WEIZ 890 1o E LT

YN

FAHL . WORNDHD L XD
BAHTEX T, T35S E LT

L o T saying that...
& turtle
BT CT&H I FE L7z helped [H1F 5 (to do for the sake of someone
else)]
LIEX 5 < LT alittle later; some time later [ LIZ 5 < (a while; some
time) + L T (doing)]
F 72 again
H#EIZ to the sea
11 |Z for (the purpose of ) fishing
H723F % L7= left (home); went out (to fish)
9% & upon doing so
PR /N

HEDH D5 from out of the sea [#FD H (inside the sea) + 7> 5 from]
HD L& (from) that time [ D (that) + & & (time)]

H T & T coming out

Z 9 EWE L7 said this; said like this
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bl L [N =7
[ FLE, DL E, I TS
BADZ

T%%ot%TT HFOR L2 L

b= L R AdIN D §
7=V T, FAOHFHFIZESTLTE
NwH5<HL H AT

S B I RN LET

IbLELEAD NS w3

B AERIT. Mo hic®D %
L7z,

FLIZ as for me, I... [IZ as a topic marker can be thought of as "as

for..."]

& D & = that time; previously

#237] T at the beach

B T 5 o 7= the turtle who was helped [the verb before the

noun describes what happened to the turtle]

0 by all means; without fail

B L repayment of a debt; returning a favor

L 72\ want to

@ T therefore; because of that

FLOTF H1Z onto my back

Fe o TL 72 & please ride

= Y% Palace of the Dragon King [located at the bottom of the sea]
TN L E 9 (1 will) guide (you to) [made polite with = and L £97]

# O F11Z on the turtle's back

TV F L7~ rode
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VARY:S) 9 F VAN
T 5 &, &l @@ﬁ%%h
I LEEAHD ?ﬁ AR Dqﬁ
i ER &2 gD I B D NLYRTS
L 9

LA 2
SSEIN f@ E ﬁﬂfﬁof <

‘9@9<9L;9 9 o< O EF

FEE OBTIR. 32 LWIBIRERD
T

9% & upon doing so; and then...
#EDH in the sea

1 AT advancing; going forward

\Z % 5 existing there (middle of the sea)
N JR7% splendid; elegant; praiseworthy
F33§ castle

=% Palace of the Dragon King

H31 T companying; taking with

17> TL #UE L 7= took; was nice enough to take [< 715 (to give)]
2 L\ beautiful

FIEAE princess; daughter of a nobleman

HI"C % T came out [/ 7 (go out) + < % (come); describes the
princess coming out from the castle toward Urashima Tarou]
Z 9 EFWVE LT said this...
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Pzl BLOD H o

[ FE, AIREERLET, 2O
l=6)

iRys) =N
B, BT 7EEosTHDMN
EH) X NWET, O, T2 TWho
=D
SN ELEILUATVSTL XV, |

FL1; me

ZE Lady Otohime [the name of the princess]

L H L £9 am called; my name is...

Z DJ¥ this occasion; regarding (saving the turtle)
& turtle

BFT< 72 &5 T helped (the turtle) and [< 72 & 5 is honorific
language meaning "to give" or "to bestow."]
HYMRLE S TXET thank you

O by all means; please

Z Z T athere

Wb < D take it easy; relax; slowly

B ATV T L 72 &0 please enjoy
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BHOL Iz bz 5 nihs
. B NIRRT
<miuko%§§%m 7=
BEOWHEE =D C2» A

CHEAE & 2L \H#F'a'ﬁ%: ZLEL
7~

f# H every day

D X 5 1T like this; in this way

T B % 9 feast; delicious meal

H & # brought out and

7= 5 the fish (plural)

# song

X° things like and...

Y dance

7% performing; presentation (of song and dance)
L T<L #LE L7z gave (performances of dancing and song)
% Z T there; at that place

CIEAE Lady Otohime

& with; and

2L \WFE enjoy the time; have fun; good time

i# 7L F L7z spent; passed time [from i34 =3~ (to pass time; to
spend)]
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Lo, LidbLT5L,
I LERLAD C &5 A

W AR, AT A B SOEAT

b\f_7FT75>‘fﬁ75>L 7o T&EELT

bl EHEL

k. L DIECBR S
BREJEE ) LTNDESS 22

ME

AHZHIE D Tnig, |

L 7> L but; however

LIZB< 35 & after awhile
72 /72 A gradually; little by little
H 4y ® one's own; his own

{E/L/Tb\f_*T the village (he) lived in [the E/ufb\ﬁ (where lived)

describes 7FT (village)]

1#75L < 72 o T & F L 72 became nostalgic; became homesick
»H ® ah

FLD my

K EE friends

< and

BHEE A mother

B & A father

£ 9 LTV % what (they) are doing

725 9 | wonder

FAZFAIFED 720 (1I'd) like to return soon

7% (emotional ender)
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BEOHSF IRl

ZZ T, GIERRIZHRR L E L
77,

F::T%H kf%%b<é
TIHTCWEEEE L, Uk

TSWVET, Th, %%%55\

9
@% %@tm@fﬁj

<

% Z T there; at that place
ZFiA% Lady Otohime
FH# L E L 72 consulted; discussed

Z Z T here; at this (castle)
FneL Fnbh s
5 H every day [f24 (every year); 5] (every morning)]
& T very
L < enjoyably
| T TV 272 & F L 72 (was) given time to spend
HYREHZZWET thank you
T%H but
% A% A soon [this is often said when leaving]
H 4y DI (my) own home
I3V 72v > would like to return
DT (explanatory ender)
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B % A

NN
CHEREIZ., BLEFIIZZH S
+ L7,

(25T, b0 E LT,
TR, BT EBEL LE

ETCTiEZ W

T, ZiUE., EFFEEWVET, 1T
S LT, BT E AL,

i Lady Otohime

# L% 91T in asad way

Z 9 FWE LT said this

% 9 T9 ) I see; is that the case

DY F L7 lunderstand

Z LTI well, then

F AT present; souvenir

FPE L L F 79 will give [the 35 and L F 3~ make this very polite]
Z ¥ as for this

EF4 treasure chest; Urashima's box

EEWVWET s called

17> L T by no means; never [used with a negative verb]
Bf 1T T open

W T E A must not

& (emphatic ender)
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SbLERAD w2

B A ER I if_%@ﬂbtm R

AN S & (S i

-, {@@EP%L:%@ JLD ]
nx L7z,

¥ 7 again

B O H turtle's back

5 T riding on

#E D H in the sea; in the middle of the ocean
i# Y flowing (through the sea)

JE? original (beach)

#3171 beach

J& U F L7= returned

88

INZ

(e



Japanese Reader Collection Volume 10

WE
E AN, RRIIMH™~ATT, &

g E L5+ by

FTOEL L IIRRADE-> TV E

o ERB A TN D AR E
/o,

& Z A3 but; however

7212 ) something

~~ /U strange

4> & “C until now; up to the present
kEF state; situation; appearance
> TUVVE T is different; differs
7241% noone

> T 5 A person (1) know
WE A doesn't exist; isn't here
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bzl

(B, FLA @%noﬂ\‘é

=L

A%b\fﬁb\b 7S %%nofb 6]\
HWNRUW, DEVIEF-o BT, |

F57>L V) strange

7% (ender showing emotion or emphasis)

FLOD my

E1>TUW5 A people (1) know [%1> TV 5 (knowing; known)
describes A (person)]

% even; not even (someone | know)

U720 not there; doesn't exist

L (used at the end of a phrase to show one of several reasons for
something)

FL 7% me [this phrase has "me" as the object. In the first phrase, he
notes he doesn't know anyone. In this phrase, he notes no one knows
him.]

O & VIE - 5 loneliness; aloneness
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I LEREAD
ETHIWLL o720 B KRR
BEOHIFE -FTCIEZ <

. OIS b BT ETR A T
CHY £ LT

g AR =4

[ Z DO TN IRITH A>T
DG LIV, |

& T very

S K 72 o 7= became lonely

ZJERE Lady Otohime

5 from

% & o 72 received (from Lady Otohime)
EF4 treasure chest; Urashima's box
FIZHLY F L7~ took; received; took in hand
Z @ this

48 D H inside the box

7212 7> something

A2 T3 isinside

™ LILZR 0 perhaps
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IbLEREAD BEOHSF 2

S ARENIE, JERRDE 2722

LEENT. BAHTTLENEL
77

= 7z said

Z & thing [makes the preceding into a noun phrase]

ZHEAEDE - 7= Z & what Lady Otohime said

ST forgetting...

44 box

HIFTLFEWE L7z (unfortunately) opened [Fa'%ﬁ % (to open); the
L £ FE L7z means "completely" and usually implies some regret]
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FB L. BORAD E A
<%<&£f%f\%§§%m\@

L%Z))

S LN BICAER BT LPED
H@%Dméhm@ofbiwib
7~

4% & upon doing so; and then...

FDOH A5 from the inside of the box

FIU Y white

J8 smoke

t < % < & rising (smoke) [onomatopoeia showing a rising or
billowing up effect; & is added to make it an adverb to describe how
the smoke came out of the box]

H T & T come forth

o &9 [EIZ in a heartbeat; just like that [literally, "in the time it
takes to say 'ah!"]

H %2 white hair; gray hair

72 5 1T full of; covered all over with [7Z & 7 is usually used for
negative things like being covered with blood or mud or something
being full of mistakes]

C with

L7257 full of wrinkles

B LW E A old man

(272> T LFEWE L7 became [the L F U FE L 7= means
"completely" and usually implies some regret]
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5HLEESS  hw5<HLEs
HEKES2SN 8 = W CilsZ L
C 2 A
7. E?JO&V\OFH%@H#FQJZ AFﬁﬁ@

2w A/ YN C 2 A

HRTIEETHLEWEWERZ -7~
DOTLT,

BLEV,

& E I Palace of the Dragon King

“C at (the palace)

& Z L 7= spent (time)

&> & 9 [ ablink of the eye [literally, "the time it takes to say
"ah!"]

REfH] time

A[#] human being

5 world; society

AN OHF human world

T3 as for; regarding (human time)

& T very

£ U RV along, long (time) [repeated for emphasis]
72 o 7= was [past simple of T3]

@D T L7z (explanatory ender)

L FEV theend
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Urashima Tarou Japanese Only

{H &5 AER

Try to figure out the correct pronunciation or follow along
while listening to the audio files.

& ZAHITHEBAREEE WD L
DOELWADEATWE LT,

H5HHE., WD IAT &, '
W TREA VA THD T HERN
F L7, BTHOOWEYD, AT
7= LCTW\WET,

KBS, BEhbWE HIZ
BoT Iz n, T, &2
MOWEITEA S, TR L THIT
72 ZUN,

EEH-T, BEMIFTHITEL
77
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LIE6S LT, MEARRNITET
WSS D ISH T £ LT,

THE, WHBMOFNLHDEZTD
BRHTEXT, 293 0E L1,

[ FAIE, D E X, AT
THLHo7-8BTT, TOEELAL
7-UVWD T, FAOFHIZHESTLEE
W, BEIRICTEZNLET, |

HEKENL., BoFHIcEy £
L7,

THE, BT, HOPEEA
T, HEKESZHDO I H H LIRS
B, EEIRIGENLTIToT<NE
L7,
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IR TTIE, ELWBIEEED H
T%T\ ZIoOEWE LT,

(FLE, CiEEHLES, 2o
Eix, Bzl T<EZoTHON
EHDTINET, O, T Two
Y ERMLATHSTLTEE N,

HBHOLIIZITHZ O NS
L, BT-DRHROE Y 28 L T<
nE Lz, WEKREIX, =2 T4l
BREFE LW 218 LE LT,

LrL, LIEBL35E, HE
KERIZ, ZATZA B DEATUVT-
*‘TZ?)) E"@ﬁlb < chOT% i L/fk_o

[ d. RROESRLEEES A,
BREAMIEHILTWAEAS 2%
A A0 T2z, ]
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T, CIERRICHERLE L
77

[ZZCEH, ETHHELM
TS TWEREXE L, bk
Y>TEZNWET, TH, TAELAHD
DFIT)Fm D T2\ D TI, |

CIRRRIZ, RLEFDIZZ HEW
E Py

[ 5 TT ), P ELE,
TN TIE, BARTEZRBELLE
T, ZHUEL, EFEFEEVET, T
> LT, B TiIvwir 8 L,

HERKERIX, F-B0EHICHE
ST, WOHF 2V, JTLOEDIZIF
n%x L7z,
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AN, RRIIMH~ATT, A
FCOEN E TR TFNES TV E
1. b HEH o TWA AR NWEHR
Mo

[BLW, FAOHI->TUW5
ANbWnWwL, FAEH->TWAHAD
W, ONEDIZ BT, ]

ETHLIWLL 2o 727l B KRR
X, QRN L Lo EFTHE T
WZHEUD £ L7,

[ Z DFEOTNZRITH AN T
Hh L7y, |

HEKESIL, QD E -T2 2
CHEENT, HEebiTTLENEL
77
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THE. FOHENEAWED
<%<EH3'“C%“C 7ﬁ%ﬁﬁfﬁi %)
S EWVWIHHICHEZELITTLDLIES
H@%Db\é/\/uiﬁofbib\ib
70

HE KR EEH Tm I L,
Ho LW EORFFIZ, AM R
TIXE THEWEWRE 7 720 T
L7z,

BLEV,

100



Japanese Reader Collection Volume 10

Urashima Tarou English Summary

{H &5 AER

Please try to tackle the Japanese first and use this
only as needed.

I n A CERTAIN PLACE there lived a gentle person named

Urashima Tarou. One day, he went to the ocean to go fishing. At
the beach, children were abusing a turtle. They did things like
poking it with a stick or throwing stones at it.

Urashima Taro took pity on the turtle and said, "Hey you kids,
don't you feel sorry for the turtle? Release him into the sea."

Saying that, he helped the turtle.

A while after that, Urashima Tarou went to the beach again to
fish. And then, from the ocean, the turtle from the previous day
came out and said, "l am the turtle you saved at the beach the
other day. By all means, | would like to return the favor. Please
ride on my back. | will guide you to Palace of the Dragon King."

Urashima Tarou rode on the turtle's back. And then, the turtle
went under water and took Urashima to a great castle in the
sea, the Palace of the Dragon King.

From out of the Palace of the Dragon King, a beautiful princess
came out and said, "l am Otohime. | want to thank you for
saving the turtle the other day. Please, enjoy staying here a
while."
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Every day, Urashima enjoyed great feasts while being
entertained as the fish sang and danced. Urashima spent many
happy hours there with Lady Otohime.

However, after a while, Urashima Tarou began to become
homesick.

"Ah, | wonder what my friends and parents are doing? | think |
would like to head home."

So, he talked to Lady Otohime.

"Here, every day, | have greatly enjoyed your hospitality. Thank
you. However, | would like to return home soon."

Lady Otohime said in a sad way, "l see. Well, then. | will give you
a souvenir. This is called Tamatebako, a treasure chest. You
must never open it for any reason."

Urashima Tarou again rode the back of the turtle and going
through the sea, he returned to the original beach. However,
something was off. The beach didn't look as it had always
looked. He didn't know anyone around.

"Strange. | don't know anyone. No one knows me. | feel lonely."

The very lonely Urashima Tarou held the treasure box Lady
Otohime had given him. "l bet this box has something inside."

Forgetting what Lady Otohime said, Urashima Tarou opened the
box. Upon doing so, a white smoke billowed out from inside the
box. In a heartbeat, Urashima Tarou had gray hair and was full
of wrinkles.

For Urashima Tarou, the time he had spent at the Palace of the
Dragon King had been but a moment, but to the world of
humans, a very, very long time had passed.
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Kanji in Focus

The following are a few of the most important kanji found in this story.
The underlined reading is probably the most used.

w2 b

bay; creek; beach

DD 95 b I b

H: %l % all over the country; every
nook and cranny of the land

F7 - LE

MEANING| island

FAak D

4- B peninsula

A FoHbn5bD
plump; thick

AT N )

KA Pacific Ocean

ny - Jay -8l
son
bb7mB 5

PEES Momotaro (Peach Boy)

I e 7 e R LW TS
F&5

tenderness; superiority
WwH Lk

& % overall victory; championship
| g 3

beach; seashore
K ZixE

Ffif Yokohama City

I8 SE[0 (S0 LA () IR

ol R o L
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SIS (I (ST (ol (LRl (ol (Sl

N e HIZY AFE Y v

environs; boundary; vicinity
x L~

/+12) shore; bank (of water)

FeFay-Fronw
turtle

X529
£ H tortoise shell

HA - D FH

sea; ocean

?}EZ“L\

HF4} overseas; foreign

Fa7 D% D0
angling; to fish; catch

ff;] Y fishing

*

kindness; goodness; favor
ic‘/w\ﬁ;i
FEL L repayment of favor

N AT R N ARD

return; answer; fade
~Ai U

4 answer; reply; response

Jay--Vay-ny- o
dragon; imperial
ER SR

2L # dinosaur

¥ ST ST B

palace
9w I Th

= & palace

104



Japanese Reader Collection Volume 10

Bl (ol (2l

vay LA
castle

i D )

WYk old castle; old fortress

*-00

princess
DS F

AL princess

ERyIIVE Ry V.V
way; manner; situation; polite suffix
9 k9

[F4% identical; equal to; same as
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DOWNLOAD LINK

Please go to this website to download the MP3s for both stories:
(There is an exclusive free gift on kanji waiting there too.)

http://japanesereaders.com/102c10/

Thank you for purchasing and reading this book! To contact the
authors, please email them at help@thejapanshop.com. See also the

wide selection of materials for learning Japanese at
www.ThelJapanShop.com and the free site for learning Japanese at

www.ThelapanesePage.com.
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